
DNREC PUBLIC MEETING – Hercules Golf Course – Remediation 

3/21/2007 
 

Steve Johnson is the project manager  

 

 There was much discussion about distrust of DNREC and how no minutes were being taken 

 County to hold additional remediation public hearing? 

 No remediation plan available to public, only an outline 

 DNREC has technical expertise but no authority to regulate 

 Insurance? Who’s liable? 

 Why isn’t Dioxin being tested for? 

 DNREC should be more proactive 

 No one is taking responsibility for health risks 

 Similar situation in lower DE, Spence made it be put in writing 

 Arsenic isn’t risk to health through inhalation? Water supply? 

o Werner – concentration of arsenic 

o 3-5000 ppm for 30 years exposure is risk 

o dust suppression 

 Monitoring air throughout remediation, 2 stages. Handheld at excavating site and perimeter  

 Monitoring only arsenic? No,  aggregation of all chemicals found (No one checked for 

dioxin) 

 How can EPA allowing houses by chemical plants and their release of chemicals 

 NCC/State should be held accountable 

 Ingestion is major concern, not inhalation (still a slight concern) 

 Lack of looking as a contaminated site 

 Well on site is still drawing water, who will have access? 

 Agent Orange 

 Lack of areas to be tested 

 Water Issue 

 Tenting 

 Warning system? 

 Where is the contaminated soil going? 

 If accident occurs, how will community be notified? Hazmat? 

 How transported? 

 More laws are needed 

 Against ―shoveling over‖ 

 Corrective action documents on disc 

 Hercules Research Center is still under investigation, still being monitored and sampling 

 Investigating Solid Waste Management (Brian Ashby, DNREC) 

 Parcel 5 hasn’t been tested 

 Stream bed remediate, goes through Hercules property and Parcel 5! Should be tested! 

 Current Hercules fumes has air permit through DNREC—what chemicals are being released? 

 This is a first golf course in country to be converted to residential 

 Brightfields never worked on a golf course 



 Golf courses get 8x the amount of pesticides than farms 

 Levels haven’t been established yet 

 Official logs from golf course told what they applied 

 If violation occurs, will work be stopped? Who issues it? 

 Would like daily monitoring plan to the community 

o Brightfields will provide it weekly to DNREC and will be placed on website 

 EPA has looked at the MOU and said this is a model for the country 

 Monitors 24 hours is for dust inhalation 

 Toll Bros. will be responsible 

o Taking heavy concentrated contaminated to places licensed to accept 

o Low levels will be blended to below 11ppm 

o After lots are created, will be tested again 

 Believes the remedial action omitted some important parts, there are some flaws in the report, 

and health and safety was not included 

 DNREC isn’t involved because pesticides were not applied inappropriately 

 Department of Ag. Determined through logs from golf course manager; however, Dunn had 

letter stating some logs were incomplete 

 Remediation on site next door 

 Dioxin was used as late as 1991 

 Green #8, fairways, woods not tested 

 Misting dust allows it to float away, TENTS PLEASE! 

 Dig ditches for run-off 

 Washing down trucks before leaving 

 Most concentrated soil should be put in boxes because dump trucks leak! 

 Brightfields could be responsible if legally negligent 

 Contingency plans available on website 

 Brightfields representative is not a chemical engineer 

 Toll Bros. will own before remediation and upon plan approval 

 Hercules is a possible dumping site 

 EPA can do overseeing if DNREC allows 

 Feels like late in the game to seek public comment 

 Public feels at risk 

 Calibration of the equipment and how often is it checked? 

 Health Safety Plan came out today (3/21/07) and only 6 days left for comment 

 OSHA standards are followed for remediating 

 Health & Safety Plan is not required in advanced, but DNREC asked 

 Contaminated Plan and Erosion & Sediment plan also available to public 

 Brightfields will be the one monitoring and says STOP WORK 

o Where’s DNREC? 

 Presentation on answers to questions? 

 Public comment going to affect remediation plan? 

 How can CAO approve if complete plan hasn’t been submitted (NOT FINAL-approving the 

model) 

 37ppm DOES NOT equal 1:1 = 11ppm! 



 Worker protection issues will be according to OSHA standards 

 Removing soil on Hercules Road will cause traffic issues during rush hour 

 ―Don’t build there‖ 

 Extension?  Publicize the actual remediation plan and take comments into consideration 

 Scary that we are the ―model‖ 

 Change the way NCC monitors 

 DE National going to be open during construction? 


